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The Greenfield Project strongly holds, that while we may know not the names of the African 
Americans buried on Fawn Lake property, we should at least afford them the same level of 
respect and remembrance as all others buried here by having the cemetery surveyed and 
registered with the state and local Historical Resources. 

 

 

For more information on The Greenfield Project contact: 

Gary L. Crone 

Croneg56@gmail.com 
571-212-8533 
  

mailto:Croneg56@gmail.com
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1 PURPOSE OF THE GREENFIELD PROJECT 

1.1 PURPOSE: 
The purpose of The Greenfield Project is to identify and preserve the site of the Greenfield 
Plantation African American slave cemetery located on Fawn Lake Community Association 
commons area property near the Fawn Lake dam.  

1.2 GOAL 
The goal is to record the location of the cemetery and grave sites within the Virginia Cultural 
Resources Information System and the Spotsylvania County Cemetery Registry to ensure the 
cemetery is remembered and protected in its present condition. The project had the permission 
of the Fawn Lake HOA to conduct a geological survey to identify the location of the cemetery and 
record the findings with the state.  

 

2 BACKGROUND 
This project consists of volunteer homeowners in Fawn Lake who share a common belief that the 
site of the unmarked Greenfield plantation slave cemetery on Fawn Lake property deserves the 
same level of respect and recognition as the existing Greenfield family cemetery. Fawn Lake is a 
planned gated community existing of one- and two-story homes located on what was formally 
portions of Civil War battlefields and the Row/Estes Greenfield Plantation. Within Fawn Lake, the 
National Park Service has identified Civil War era trench lines along the main road leading into 
the community for preservation and the Greenfield plantation family cemetery is fenced and 
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maintained. However, few people know the enslaved cemetery exists. Considerable historical 
information is available as to the existence of the unmarked slave cemetery, however the exact 
location, dimensions of the cemetery, number of burials, actual burial locations, and names of 
the people buried in the cemetery are currently unknown.  

It is currently unmarked with no physical evidence of its location. Through considerable research, 
however, The Greenfield Project has identified the location of the cemetery. The site location is 
based on local observation and georectifications from a map of the plantation buildings in a 1937 
WPA report derived from a family member who lived on the plantation in the 1800’s, a 2011 
photo by a living family member who recalls where his father told him the cemetery was located, 
and Spotsylvania County GIS images from 1953-1995 that clearly show the location of both the 
family and enslaved cemetery.  

In April 2023, an archeological survey confirmed that the enslaved cemetery was in the are 
identified by The Greenfield Project’s research. 

3 ABOUT THE CEMETERY ITSELF 
There is a small patch of common periwinkle just beyond the Fawn Lake dam shaded by some 
old Eastern Red Cedars and hidden amongst the sweet gum and autumn olive.  It is just a small 
place. But it is unlike any other spot in Fawn Lake.  

 
Below the periwinkle, out of sight and out of mind are the unmarked graves of the Greenfield 
Plantation slaves. Probably 20-30 people. Some old. Some young. And some just infants, like 
Isabella and Rosetta who we know died at Greenfield and who are listed in the Spotsylvania Death 
index as slaves owned by Elizabeth and Absalom Row. 
 

Figure 1 Location of the Greenfield Plantation African American Cemetery 
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The Greenfield African American cemetery was an active burial ground for more than a hundred 
years. For some time after the civil war, it was still in use. When a former slave living nearby died, 
they were sometimes brought to the parlor for viewing in the old plantation house by invitation 
of their former owners then laid to rest in the old slave cemetery as it was known. This custom 
ended sometime prior to 1905. 
 
The Row family sold their plantation in 1905, except for the family cemetery and an easement to 
the cemetery, to a farmer.  The farmer leveled all the plantation buildings and cleared the land 
for cultivation except for two small patches. One patch was where the family was buried and the 
second spot nearby, was the old slave cemetery. 
 
The land eventually passed hands until it became the development called Fawn Lake in the 1990s. 
After the Fawn Lake dam was built the two spots protected by the farmer eventually grew 
together as one and the area became part of the open land of Fawn Lake behind the dam.  
 
Presently, the location of the plantation owner’s family cemetery is marked and maintained, 
while the slave cemetery remains unidentified, unmarked, and unprotected. In 2002, members 
of the community decided to fence in the family cemetery and initially maintained it. By this time 
the exact location of the slave cemetery was lost, and the stone grave markings scattered—all 
physical evidence of the cemetery erased and the burial sites all but forgotten. 

4 HOW DID WE FIND THE ACTUAL CEMETERY SITE? 
The slave cemetery remains unidentified, unmarked, and unprotected. Genealogist and Fawn 
Lake resident Gary Crone, working with local archeologists, a great, great grandson of the former 
plantation owners and county historical experts, narrowed the likely location of the cemetery to 
a site roughly 60 feet in diameter on a relative bearing of 60 degrees and 180 feet from the center 
of the fenced-in family cemetery. 

Archeologists consulted in 2021 who visited the site, believe the identified location is precise 
enough to ensure a survey will reveal the location of the cemetery. The site location is based on 
local observation and georectifications from a map of the plantation buildings in a 1937 WPA 
report derived from a family member who lived on the plantation in the 1800’s, a 2011 photo by 
a living family member who recalls where his father told him the cemetery was located, and 
Spotsylvania County GIS images from 1953-1995 visibly showing the location of both the family 
and slave cemeteries. 

The cemetery appears to be in a small grove covered canopy with purple periwinkle ground cover 
and a large Eastern Red Cedar at the southwest corner. The cemetery apparently was never 
fenced, and the burial area appears to be more oval in area than rectangular, sitting on a low rise 
in the topography. There are overhanging scrub Autumn Olive and Sweetgum encroaching the 
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site. The site is accessible via a dirt road near the marina parking lot and path through a thinly 
wooded area leading to the cemetery site or by a short path from the family cemetery.  

As relayed by a local archeologist versed in locating unmarked African American cemeteries, 
when an archeologist is searching an overgrown area for unmarked African American cemeteries, 
they often look for periwinkle to guide them. It is sometimes said that the slaves 
planted periwinkle to keep the wild boar from disturbing the shallow graves. Others claim it is 
the presence of the bodies themselves usually buried without coffin or sometimes wrapped in 
cloth that changes the soil’s chemistry that attracts the periwinkle and makes it grow. In either 
case it is a pleasant alliance.   

Due to the lack of physical evidence beyond the presence of the periwinkle, a professional 
archeological survey was conducted in 2023 to locate and prescribe the exact site of the African 
American slave cemetery. The survey was accomplished with minimal to no disturbance of the 
ground by use of a penetrometer. Permission from the HOA was needed and obtained before an 
archeological survey can be undertaken to locate and delineate the cemetery and grave sites. No 
permits are needed. The results of the archeological survey is included under the research section 
of this report. 

5 RESEARCH DOCUMENTATION 
Linked below is a set of very well sourced blogs by well-known Spotsylvania historian Pat Sullivan 
who's 3d great grandfather owned Greenfield Plantation during the Civil War. Collectively, they 
provide a good oral history of the location of the slave cemetery, sources for a sketch of the 

Figure 2  Methods used to find the cemetery 
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plantation buildings and cemeteries and source of a photo of the slave cemetery location taken 
in 2011 depicting where Pat Sullivan identified the location of the slave cemetery.  
 
Sketch of cemetery and picture of fenced family cemetery 
Blog on Greenfield Plantation 
Blog on slaves at Greenfield 
Blog info about family cemetery co-located with slave cemetery 

5.1 PROFESSIONALS CONSULTED 
 

 

5.2 IMAGERY 
A set of Spotsylvania GIS images obtained from the Spotsylvania County Museum depicting the 
location of both the family and slave cemetery is attached below with a separate copy of the 
family sketch and a recent picture of the slave cemetery site taken by me. 
  

http://www.fowb.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/History-in-our-Backyard-2019.pdf
https://spotsylvaniamemory.blogspot.com/2013/10/greenfield.html
https://spotsylvaniamemory.blogspot.com/2011/09/greenfield-and-peculiar-institution.html
http://spotsylvaniamemory.blogspot.com/2014/10/the-return-of-lizzies-stone.html
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The Family Cemetery was already in the V-CRIS data base. The second image is the 1953 GIS 
image geolocated over a current google satellite image. 
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Mabel Row Wakeman, great aunt of the author, left detailed descriptions of what Greenfield 
looked like. She provided WPA researcher Mildred Barnum with the basis of her report on 
Greenfield in January 1937.  
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Mabel Row Wakeman map overlay with 2007 GIS image (2009 label is an error). 
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1974 GIS image appears to reveal foundation of Barn and Carriage Shed. 

 

  

Location of Barn and 
carriage shed foundations 
are possibly visible in 2007 
GIS image. 
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The same red cedar in the 2011 photo taken by planation family descendent Pat Sullivan 
of the enslaved cemetery appears in same 2021 image of location identified by GIS 
georectification research. Verifies place family member said cemetery was located. 
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5.3 ARCHIVED HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC 
RESOURCES CITIZEN CEMETERY 
RECORDATION FORM 

 
 

Note: This form is for use by members of the general public. Preservation professionals must submit records for approval 
through V-CRIS. 
 
General Location Information 

 
Cemetery Name(s): Greenfield Plantation African American Slave Cemetery 
County/City: Spotsylvania County 
Address/Location: Fawn Lake, Spotsylvania VA 22551 (38.25833N; 77.711077W) 
Date of Observation: 20 Apr 2021 

 
CEMETERY TYPE 
 

Marked with gravestones, monuments, walls, fences, or other 

elements visible above-ground  Unmarked only; depressions present, 

possibly indicated by field stones or plants 

Both marked and unmarked 
 
Photographs 

Please attach. Digital photos may be submitted on disk or electronically. Contact DHR Archives for assistance. 
 
Medium: Digital Print Date Taken: 20 Apr 2021 
 

MAP DATA (Consult DHR Archives Staff for help with obtaining map information) 

Please attach a map showing the location of the cemetery. You may provide Latitude and Longitude coordinates if available. 
Lat: 38.25833N Long: 77.711077W Source (Google Maps, GPS, etc): Virginia LiDAR Mapping 

Application 
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Sketch Map/ Plan Drawing (attach separate pages if desired) 



DHR Staff Use: AH DHR ID   AH V-CRIS DATE   AE DHR ID   AE V-CRIS DATE   
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Religious Affiliation: 

 
Ethnic Affiliation: Select all that apply  

 African Descent European Descent 

Native American/ American Indian Other- specify: 

 
Earliest Marked Death Date:  Latest Marked Death Date: 
Date Established:  Date Source: 

 

Approximate Number of Marked Burials: Select only one choice. 
1-5 

6-10 

 11-25 

26-50 

51-100 

101+ 

Approximate Number of Unmarked Burials: Select only one choice. 
1-5 

6-10 

11-25 

26-50 

51-100 

101+ 

 

  
 

Significant Markers and/or Individuals: (use additional pages if needed) 

Marker Type First Name Last Name Birth Date Death Date Condition 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Marker Types (to be entered above) 
Bench Iron/Metal 
Cenotaph Mausoleum 
Chest Tomb Monument 
Cradle Grave Other 
Crypt Slab/Capstone/Ledger 
Fieldstone Table 
Headstone/Tablet Temporary (Funeral Home) 

Enclosure Type: Select only one choice. 
Fence 

Hedge 

 None 
Other 

Wall 
 

Current Use: Select only one choice 

 Abandoned Memorial Park 

Church/Religious Military 

City/Town/Municipal National 
Family Private 

 

Condition: Select only one choice. 
Good 

Fair (some damage to markers) 

 Poor (many markers damaged, fallen, or missing) 
 

Threats: Select only one choice 

 Development Other 

Erosion  

 Neglect  

None Known  
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General Condition Description: Describe the condition of the cemetery as a whole including any damage, if applicable. 
 

 

Setting and Landscape Description: Describe the surroundings, landscape features, walls, plantings, etc. 
 

 

Additional Comments: Attach additional pages or documentation, if desired. 
 

 
PRIMARY RECORDER INFORMATION You may add information about additional recorders above or on separate pages. 
First name  Gary   Last name:  Crone  
Title: Organization:  

Address:  11003 Sheridan Drive  
City:  Spotsylvania  State:   VA  Zip:  22551  
Phone:  540-412-2504      

 
Relationship to Cemetery: Select all that apply 

Property Owner Descendant  Genealogist General Interest 

DHR Staff Use: AH DHR ID   AH V-CRIS DATE   AE DHR ID   AE V-CRIS DATE   

This is an unmarked African American slave cemetery dating from prior to 1795 -abt. 1875. It was part of the Greenfield 
Plantation and is now on undeveloped property of the Fawn Lake Community. It is located near the Fawn Lake Dam. Fawn 
Lake is a gated community in Spotsylvania County. The cemetery is co-located near the Greenfield family cemetery which is 
currently fenced and sporadically maintained. The African American cemetery site can be located by a relative bearing of 
60 degrees and 180 feet from the center of the existing family cemetery to the center of the slave cemetery site. The 
location of the African American cemetery is visible on the 1953, 1962,1974, and 1995 Spotsylvania County GIS photos as 
well as the nearby family cemetery. 

The cemetery is in a small grove covered with purple periwinkle ground cover and within a surrounding hardwood canaopy. 
A large Eastern Red Cedar is at the southwest corner of the grove. There are no marked graves and no indentations or 
visible signs of grave sites. There are seven small black granite stone pieces still present that may have been markers. 

One is in the grive near the entry path from the family cemetery and the other six are arranged in an oval at the base of a 
small tree. The cemetery does not appear to have ben fenced but may have had a field fence running near its eastern 
bounday at one time based on LiDAR imaging from 2014. The burial area appears to be more circular in area than 
rectangular, sitting on a low rise in the topography. There are overhanging scrub Autumn Olive and Sweetgum encroaching 
the site. The site is accessible via a dirt road near the marina parking lot and path through a thinly wooded area leading to 
the cemetery site or by a short path from the family cemetery. A current image is attached. 

This existence of this cemetery is well documented by Row/Estes family members of the former plantation owner and 
written historical documents pertaining to the Greenfield Plantation. There is also an historical sketch of the Greenfield 
Plantation buildings that depicts the location of the cemetery consistent with GIS and LIDAR imagery. Greenfield is an 
historically significant Civil War site and was occupied by both norther and southern forces during the campaigns in 
Spotsylvania County. According to a 3d great grandson of the plantation owner Absalom Row, when the plantation was sold 
by the Estes/Row family in 1905, the farmer who bought the land leveled the buildings to farm the fields and left the site of 
the family and slave cemeteries untouched. The pastures and cemetery locations are easily visible in county GIS photos 
from 1953, 1962, 1974 and 1995. Note: the location of the slave cemetery appears untouched from the construction of the 
nearby dam. About 2002, the development company, NTS, reportedly fenced in the family cemetery and maintained it. GIS 
photos in 2002 and 2007 show the family cemetery fenced but the location of the slave cemetery is no longer visible and the 
canopy appears to have been cleared or thinned. 
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 Spotsylvania County Documentation of cemetery. 

A. Two cemeteries identified in NTS Survey Drawing. 

 

B. Only one cemetery identified in 8 May 1998 NTS Generalized Development Plan 
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C. HANDBOOK OF HISTORIC SITES, In SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY, VIRGINIA, Edited by, Virginia 
Wright Durrett & Sonya V. Harrison 
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